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The thorough burning of Chinatown, however, was providential. 
There being imminent danger of a riot on the 20th, the two batteries 
of artillery were called out and are still on guard, but will return to 
camp to-day. Having obtained permission of the board of health, I 
will establish a temporary hospital for the reception of any case of 
plague which may occur among the men, and for the detention of sus- 
pects. This hospital will be located on ground controlled by the depot 
quartermaster and situated on the beach road almost halfway between 
here and Camp McKinley. The location is excellent, being isolated, 
cool, and on sandy soil. I shall visit the cases myself twice a day — 
taking due precautions, of course — and the chief nurse has volunteered 
her services in case the emergency arises. My medical supplies have 
arrived and I will have no difficulty in getting enough hospital corps 
men for the work. We have had a good deal of trouble at this hospital 
with the water supply since they have used so much in town during 
the burning of infected districts. The depot quartermaster, however, 
has a 5,000 gallon tank which he will put up here at once, which will 
give us an ample supply in the future. 

Eespectfully, Blair D. Taylor, 

Major and Surgeon, United States Army. 

Official copy respectfully furnished the Surgeon-General Marine- 
Hospital Service, Treasury Department, for his information. 

Geo. M. Sternberg, 
Surgeon- General United States Army. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Number of plague cases and deaths, January 17-24- 

Washington, D. C, February 5, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to inform 
you that a telegram, dated January 24. 1900, has been received from the 
consul-general at Honolulu, which reads as follows, viz, "Since 17th, 12 
cases, 6 deaths." 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary oe the Treasury. 

Outlook more encouraging in Honolulu. 
[Telegram.] 

Angel Island, Cal., February 10, 1900. 
Carmichael reports February 2 no cases since 25th. Outlook encour- 
aging. Seventy-four hundred people in quarantine. Stansfield arrived. 

Kinyoun, 
Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague in Honolulu — Burning of the Chinese quarter. 

Honolulu, H. I., January 28, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the plague situation here 
shows no improvement. New cases are being discovered from time to 
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time and in parts of the city away from Chinatown. One white lady, a 
Mrs. Boardman, living in what was considered a healthy part of the 
city, was attacked on the 6th instant, and died from bubonic plague on 
the 16th. She was employed in Jordan's dry goods store on Fort street, 
and it is stated that a dead rat was found and removed from the store 
near her department some days before she was taken ill. It is also 
rumored that infection was conveyed from a pet dog which was ill and 
died shortly before its mistress. 

Another white woman was attacked in a previously healthy part of 
the city on the 18th instant (at Palace Walk and Punchbowl street. 
Eemoved to the pesthouse, where she is still alive. 

Since my last report on the 12th instant the following is the record 
received from the Hawaiian board of health : January 13, 3 cases, 3 
deaths ; January 14, 1 case, 2 deaths ; January 15, 1 case, 1 death ; 
January 16, 1 case, 2 deaths ; January 17, 3 cases, 3 deaths ; January 
18, 5 cases, 1 death ; January 19, 1 case, 1 death ; January 20, 1 case, 
1 death ; January 21, 3 cases, 2 deaths ; January 22, 1 case, 1 death ; 
January 23, 1 case, no death. 

Since December 12, 1899, when the plague was first discovered, there 
have been recorded 52 cases and 41 deaths. 

House-to house inspection is performed daily in every part of the 
city. All cases of sickness are, therefore, reported and suspicious ones 
investigated. 

The work of depopulating Chinatown and burning infected buildings 
has been carried on since my last report. The camps at Kalihi and 
Kakaako are now in operation and the receiving hospital at Kakaako 
has been in use since the second outbreak of the plague. 

On Saturday (January 20), while burning an infected building in the 
rear of Kaumakapili Church between Beretains and Kukiu streets the 
church took fire, and while the fire department was endeavoring to save 
it the fire in the other buildings got beyond control, crossed Beretains 
street, and aided by a stiff northeast wind, the inflammable material in 
the wooden buildings, and want of sufficient water, swept and laid in 
ashes the greater part of Chinatown from Kukiu and Nunana streets to 
the harbor and Nunana Eiver. Over 4,500 people were made homeless 
and almost all of their belongings destroyed in a few hours' time. The 
citizens were called upon to aid the military authorities in rounding up 
this mass of people and preventing them scattering in all directions 
throughout the city. The greater number of these homeless people, 
principally Chinese, Japanese, and Hawaiians, were removed to Kawai- 
ahao Church and churchyard on King street, some to the camps at 
Kalihi and Kakaaka, and to various empty warehouses in other parts of 
the city. Part of the United States Sixth Artillery furnished a guard 
for the people at Kawaiahao Church. 

Contributions of food and clothing from the citizens at once began to 
pour in and before nightfall nearly all were fed and housed under tents, 
awnings, etc. 

There is an element of danger in the removal of this large body of 
people from the infected to the uninfected parts of the city, and many 
of them carried from Chinatown their clothing and personal belongings, 
but the disaster was so sudden and the necessity of guarding these peo- 
ple so urgent that the best was done under the circumstances in such a 
pressing emergency. That it was accomplished in such good order and 
in such a short time is a credit to the authorities and the citizens who 
aided them. 

When the fire swept toward the water front there was much excite- 
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ment in the crowded harbor. Vessels were hastily moved away from 
the docks into the stream and outside of the harbor. 

There is a more hopeful feeling now that the greater part of China- 
town has been wiped out by fire, and when the people removed from 
that district are properly established in suitable camps the prospects 
for improvement in the situation are good. 

Eespectfully, D. A. Carmichael, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague conditions improved in Honolulu. 

Washington, D. 0., February 10, 1900. 
Sir : Eeferring to previous correspondence in regard to the plague in 
the Hawaiian Islands, I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of 
State, to inform you that the Department is in receipt of a telegram 
from the consul-general of the United States at Honolulu, dated at 
Honolulu, February 2, and via San Francisco, February 9, which reads 
as follows : " Situation much improved. Since 23d, 5 deaths, mostly old 
cases. Only 1 new case since 25th and that in detention camp. Eight 
days without a new case." 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary oe the Treasury. 

Honolulu, H. I., February 9, 1900. 

Via San Francisco, February 15, 1900. 
There are 4 new cases reported, 3 deaths since February 2. * * * 

Carmichael, 
Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Further concerning plague. 

Honolulu, H. I., February 2, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that since my last communication 
the situation relative to the plague has greatly improved here. 

One new case was reported from the Kalihi detention camp on Jan- 
uary 28, but no cases have been discovered in the city proper since 
January 25. There is a more hopeful feeling and the belief is strong 
that the burning of Chinatown has done away with the most of the 
danger. 

House-to-house inspection is still continued, and all of the citizens 
are assisting the board of health, which, under its new president, Dr. 
C. B. Wood, has done and is doing excellent work. 

^p ^fC - y^ •jC yfi. yfi 5j% 

By invitation of Dr. C. B. Wood, president of the board of health, 
Consul-General Wm. Haywood and myself visited the detention camp 
at Kalihi on January 31. The camp is located about a mile and a half 
to the westward of Honolulu on well- drained ground with a gentle 
slope to the seashore, and shade is furnished by a luxuriant growth of 
algasoba trees. Fresh water is furnished by artesian wells, and sea 
water, for flushing purposes, from the ocean to the south of the camp. 



